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Frequently Asked Questions About the Volunteer Fire Service

What are the qualifications/requirements to become a volunteer firefighter in New York State?

Is there a maximum age to join my local fire department?

medical requirements for the role you are applying for, your application will be considered. Also keep in mind that 

I have no prior firefighting or emergency medical experience – can I still join?

will provide you all the training you need.

Firefighting and EMS duties can be dangerous – what will the fire department do to protect me 
while I am responding to emergencies?

need to be kept safe while responding to emergency calls in your community – and all at no cost to you!  The 

The fire department responds to all kinds of emergencies, often including medical calls. They are 
out in the community during all these responses and I have concerns about exposure to COVID-19. 
What steps do local fire departments take to protect their members from the virus?

Fire departments across the state have developed local plans to do all they can to protect their members’ health 

provide members with virus-related PPE for those encountering COVID-positive or potential COVID-positive 

equipment, apparatus and facilities, including PPE and social distance guidelines for use by volunteers responding 
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